
May 2022 

The Scratching Post 

BANNER COUNTY SCHOOL 

Speech 

P R E P A R I N G  T H E  S T U D E N T S  O F  T O D A Y  F O R  T H E  W O R L D  O F  T O M O R R O W !  

   
Oh, The Places They’ll Go! 

 On Saturday, May 14th, the seniors gathered at Banner County School one last time for 

a school based activity. They wouldn’t want to miss it because it was their graduation day! For 

these students, it was a time to be recognized for their time spent at our school.  

 Throughout the years, there were times of joy and others of great difficulty, but this 

group of students were able to persist and overcome any obstacle that was placed in their 

path.  According to Lily Teeple, class salutatorian, she has no doubts that this class will be suc-

cessful; all thanks to the teachers’ hard work and dedication to the students.   

 Makyla Mason, class valedictorian, spoke words of advice for upcoming students and 

even for this class as they begin the next stage of their lives.  Makyla emphasized the im-

portance of having positive and strong relationships. She pointed out that it is always better to 

be true to yourself and to never give up; that you are strong enough to make it through the 

most difficult of situations.  

 With these heartfelt words, the class of 2022 then eagerly anticipated the moment they 

had all been waiting for since this school year began. The time had come to receive their diplo-

mas.  With diplomas in hand, the class moved their tassels and officially became graduates of 

Banner County School.  Even though the students are leaving to pursue their future goals, most 

of which involve further education, these students have left a mark on us and we will never for-

get them. We wish the class of 2022 the best of luck in their future endeavors and we can’t wait 

to see all of the places they will go!  
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“Keep going, keep doing your best, and enjoy it while it’s there because 

at some point it won’t be. You're going to miss the people around you, 

but dream big, use this time to explore what you love, make friends, 

and enjoy your time here.” - Kairyn Miller 

“Not everyone will like you, but that's okay. You're going to make mis-

takes, but it is all fine as long as you do your best and do what makes 

you happy. You’ll do great!” - Mycala Jones 

“Just try your best, get everything turned in on time, and don’t 

give up when it gets hard.” - Jamie Triolo 

I’m thankful for the teachers and how they taught  more than just 

schooling, but also life lessons. I will always value  friendships made 

along the way and life lessons learned.-Makyla Mason   

“I’m thankful that the teachers are always willing to help when 

you need it. “- Helen Hein  

“I’m thankful for the life experiences I was able to learn 

from and the friendships I made.” -Riann Morton 

“High school goes by fast, but the thing is, it’s fun. Don’t worry 

about the little things. I mean, worry about your homework for 

sure, but have fun because if you don’t then what's the point? 

Make the most of  school while you can before it’s gone, because if 

you blink or close your eyes, you’re going to miss it.” -David Selves 

“Strive to be respectful, on time, do your homework, be nice, 

work hard, and be a leader because these qualities will 

make you a good person– a role model for younger students. 

These characteristics will show your maturity and allow 

you to have more opportunities, in school and out.”  

- Maddison Hill 

“Banner County is a small school yet there are many opportunities to 

succeed and I’m thankful for that. Get involved and don't be afraid 

to ask for help or to take a different path. Work hard and pay atten-

tion. The material they are teaching is truly helpful!”  

- Lily Teeple 

“I’m thankful for the life skills, friendships, and knowledge I’ve 

gained.” -Alex Rundell  
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Retirement Means a Sweet Ending to a New Beginning  
by Wyatt Onstott and David Selves 

Each year at Banner County School students pass through these halls and so do our teach-

ers. Every teacher plays a role in changing the lives of their students and preparing them for their 

future. This year, we must say goodbye to two of our dearest educators to retirement, Miss Leffers 

and Mr. Montgomery. 

Miss Leffers has taught for a total of 32 years. She spent one 

year in private tutoring, 15 years teaching in Arizona and eastern Ne-

braska, and she has been teaching at Banner County for the past 16 

years. She has had a great experience teaching in different schools 

with different people and students throughout her career. According 

to Miss Leffers, “Banner County has been my second home and I will 

miss it.” Miss Leffers wanted to make sure her students knew how 

much she cared about them each and every day. She hopes to have 

covered everything her students need to know to go on to the next 

level of education. 

Also retiring this year is Mr. Montgomery. Mr. Montgomery 

has been teaching for 37 years at a number of schools. He has 

taught at Macy, which is now Omaha Nation on the reservation, 

Maxwell, Kimball, and Banner County. He has met a lot of great stu-

dents over the years. Just like most jobs, teaching has its good days 

and bad days, but he doesn’t regret any of it. What he will miss most 

about teaching is working with the students. Mr. Montgomery has 

been a great mentor to his students, and has shown great dedica-

tion by being there for his students when they needed some-

one to talk to. On top of it all, Mr. Montgomery was able to 

spread his love of music, especially the Bodhran, to the stu-

dents of Banner County. 

We were so lucky to have both Mr. Montgomery and 

Miss Leffers as teachers here at Banner County and we will 

miss them very much. They were great teachers who cared for 

their students and were there for us when we needed help. 

We wish Miss Leffers and Mr. Montgomery the happiest of 

retirements! Thank you for helping to shape the minds of our 

students for the world of tomorrow. 
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What is that Wondrous Sound I Hear? 

By David Selves 

 Well that, my friend, is the sound of our high 

school music program. Our high school students have 

been working hard this year to compete at the Minute-

man Activities Conference and District Music Contest. 

Not only have they worked hard and practiced, but they 

have also performed well because of it! 

 At districts, our High School Band received a 

plaque for getting all ones, which is the highest ranking. 

All of our soloists did wonderful as well, getting all excel-

lent and superior ratings, including the vocal ensembles 

with Janie Fonseca, Keira Bolander, Mycala Jones, and 

Makyla Mason. Earlier this year, at the MAC competition, 

the band received third place and the choir received first 

place.  

 After all the hard work and success, our music stu-

dents were on a mission to learn songs from movies such 

as Pirates of the Caribbean along with Indiana Jones and 

the Raiders of the Lost Ark to perform at one last compe-

tition in Colorado. Unfortunately, winter weather condi-

tions cancelled the Music in the Parks event at Elitch Gar-

dens. 

 While our high school students were busy with 

their competitions, our junior high students were busy 

participating in a music themed March Madness event called Sousa March Mania. The junior high 

students listened to two marching songs each day, then voted on their favorite along with the rest of 

the country. The next day the results were posted. Of course, not every selection of marches were 

directed by John Philip Sousa.  

 On the first day of the competition, the two marches chosen were the official march of the 

United States Marine Corp “Semper Fidelis” and the “Superman March” composed by John Williams. 

In the end, maybe coincidentally I might add, after all 32 marches had been performed and worked 

their way through the bracket, the “Wildcat March” by Staff Sergeant Parker Gaims won the contest. 

Sousa’s March Mania was a fun activity for our junior high students.  

 It has been a privilege to have a full music program back this school year. We can’t wait to 

see what Mrs. Wounded Arrow has in store for our music students next year! 

District Music Ratings 

Superior Excellent 

Grace Fankhauser  
- Sax Solo 

Isaac Olsen  
- Trombone Solo 

David Selves            
- Flute Solo 

Marissa Fankhauser 
- Clarinet Solo 

Wyatt Onstott 
- Sax Solo 

Jaelyn Yetter 
-Tenor Sax Solo 

Mycala Jones 

- Vocal Solo 
Vocal Ensemble A. 

Makyla Mason 

- Vocal Solo 
 

Vocal Ensemble B. 

MAC Music Results 

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

Wyatt Onstott 
- Alto Sax 

David Selves 
- Flute 

Mycala 
Jones 
- Vocal 

Choir         
Ensemble 

Isaac Olsen  
- Trombone 

Band        
Ensemble 

 
Marissa 

 Fankhauser 
- Clarinet 
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Breaking The Mental Wall 
By Wyatt Onstott 

 As the year progresses and each sport pass-

es, we are greeted by warmer weather with the 

hopes of track season approaching. Track is less of a 

team sport, but more of an individual skill based 

competition. This year there were 18 new tracksters 

on the junior high team and the coaches had some 

work to get them ready for competitions. 

 Track and field is like every other sport, you have a group of “teammates” who work with you and 

help you get better. The biggest difference, though, is that you are your own motivation, unless you only 

participate in relays. The junior high coaches this year were Mr. Avila, Mr. Hellman, and Mr. Gifford.  Coach 

Avila was in charge of coaching the jumping and running events, Mr. Hellman coached the throwing events, 

and Mr. Gifford coached pole vault. Their goals were pretty similar. The coaches wanted the students to get 

better everyday, every meet, and to reach their full potential. Due to the students’ desire to learn, these 

goals were within reach. Like other sports, there are areas within it that the competitors must improve upon. 

For the track team these areas included: working hard everyday to prefect their technique, consistency, try-

ing their best at every practice and competition, and working to break through the mental wall so they can 

push themselves farther.  

 In the high school division, the competition becomes heated and more difficult. The tracksters feel 

like they had a lot of support from their fellow teammates and enjoyed each others company. They also feel 

they had great coaches to help them reach their full potential in their events. Mr. Gifford coached the jump-

ing events including pole vault, Mrs. Gifford coached the running events with a little help from Mr. Gifford, 

and Mrs. P. Stauffer coached the throwers. The coaches all shared goals that included wanting the tracksters 

to improve everyday, teaching them the importance of working hard, and above all, helping them reach 

their full potential.  

 The students’ strengths are their willingness to learn how to 

practice by working hard, learning their event, and having a great de-

sire to get better to reach their individual goals. They also have a great 

attitude toward it as well. They have struggled with accountability, re-

sponsibility, and understanding that there is a process to track. The 

athletes need to develop the habits in practice that will be needed at meets that require them to do things 

correctly all the time. They need to learn how to work hard in practice and push through the mental block-

ade that stops them from reaching their potential.  

 The coaches agree that it’s important to go out for track because it teaches you body awareness, 

responsibility, commitment, determination, and it builds character. It really helps push you to reach for your 

best. We congratulate all of our tracksters from high school through junior high! You are the role models 

that the younger students are aspiring to be when they participate in Patrons’ Day.  
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Banner County’s 50th Historical Day 
Celebration Returns 

    What are you entering in the parade this year? Banner County's 50th Historical Day celebration is   

Saturday,  June 4, 2022 in Harrisburg, NE. Please help us make it the best parade yet! Our record for entries 

is 69. Let's beat that record this year! Entries can include: class reunions, 4-H, FFA, classic vehicles, bikes, 

horses, church groups, fire trucks, motorcycles, kids, pets, club floats, business floats, organizations, and so 

many more. Don’t forget, the county’s famous "Lawn Mower Ladies" will be riding again this year.  

 Questions? call Linda Barrett 308-241-2163  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
May 9, 2022 
 
Awards and Recognitions 

Dr. Johnson commended the following students and staff: 
Students who competed in the District Music Contest on April 21st at WNCC. (See page 4) 
Students of the Month: Rebekah Jones, Grade 1 and Logan Mason, Grade 8 
National Junior Honor Society Inductees: Leeigh McGowan, Conrad Kaminski, & Riley Jones 
Personnel change:  Kaitlin Knaub, currently on staff as the Learning Recovery teacher, will be assigned to the 7-12 ELA position begin-
ning August 2022.  

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

Athletic Summer Happenings 

There are several athletic opportunities for athletes this summer at 
Banner County School! Starting May 31 there will be weights Monday 
through Thursday at 7:00 a.m.  On Mondays and Wednesdays after 
weights, there will be volleyball and football open gyms.  On Tuesdays 
and Thursdays after weights, there will be basketball open gym.  The 
weights and open gyms will run through July 22. 

 
Banner County & Minatare will host a basketball camp for junior high and high school players on June 17-
18.  The camp will be at Banner County School, there will be more details when they become available. 

 
The week of July 18-22 there will be youth sports camps starting at 9:00 
a.m. for grades 3-8.  From 9:00 to 10:30 will be volleyball and football 
camp, from 10:30 to 12:00 will be basketball camp.  There will be more in-
formation to come.  Individual high school sports will have camp opportuni-
ties, check with the sport coach for more details.  If you have questions you 
can call the school and talk to Mr. Jones 308-436-5262. 

BCS Library Summer Hours  
 

Tuesdays & Thursdays from 11:00-12:00  
 

All BCS students can check books out of the Library for summer reading 

while the Summer Reading program is in session (see dates below).  

FREE reading program for students 
entering K-3 in the BCS Library! 

Tuesday & Thursday  9:00-11:00am 
June 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23, 28, 30, July 5, 7 

Call 308-436-5262 to register! 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

Order your 2023 Community Calendar 
Don’t miss another Birthday or Anniversary! The BCPSF Community Calendar is $10.00 - available by pre-paid order 
only. Family birthdays and anniversaries are included in the calendar based on “Household Name.” Because each list-
ing carries an additional production charge, only PRE-PAID family “Household” information will be included in the 
2023 Community Calendar. Update your family information and changes on the form below and return to school 
along with your payment by September 1 to: BCPS Foundation 

 
NAME: __________________________________________ Phone ____________________ 
Address: _________________________________________ State _______ Zip ___________ 
  
Changes or additions to calendar                     (Circle One) 
ADD 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
DELETE 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
  
Number of calendars ($10 each): _____________  Payment enclosed: ________________ 

 
Thank you for supporting the BCPS Foundation Scholarship Fund! 


